THIs girl is aged 17, an orphan. She never remembers having had any finger nails, and there is a complete absence of them, except on the index finger of the right hand, and the thumb of the left, where some atrophied nail is present. On her feet she has no great toe nails: on the other toes there are some nails present, but they are atrophied. We do not see many of these cases, and it is unfortunate that one cannot get a clearer history with regard to this girl. When she first came to the hospital her Wassermann reaction was positive: I do not know whether that fact has any connexion with the onychia. One cannot detect evidence of specific lesions: her hair is fairly good, and the teeth are somewhat pegged, but they, too, are fairly good. I do not detect any enlarged glands. Her mental condition is somewhat below par, otherwise there is nothing very definite to report about her.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER: I think " partial absence of the finger nails and of the great toe nails " should be the heading of the case. The term " atrophy of finger nails" suggests that this girl had had ordinary finger nails, and that they had atrophied, whereas the case is probably one of imperfect development (or hypoplasia) of the finger nails and nails of the great toes.
Dr. J. H. STOWERS: I appreciate the fact that it has been impossible to learn the early history of this patient, an orphan, but there is no evidence that I can discover, at this time, to confirm the view that she is the subject of congenital syphilis Even when a Wassermann reaction is reported positive in cases of such dolltful character the test should be repeated more than once in view of the conflict.ng results obtained by bacteriologists whose methods of investigation are not always uniform. The lesions in this patient are sufficiently explained, I think, by congenital defects wholly apart from syphilitic taint.
